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Amendments to the Oaims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A surround for attachment to a fireplace, comprising: 

first and second side members formed fix>m a molded material; 

a top member formed bom the molded material and extending between the first 
and second side members, the top member defining a cavity ^^m.that is in fluid 
communication with a vent of the fireplace to collect heated air from the fireplace; 

a shield member confipired to fit within a portion of the cavitYt the shield 

member fiirther configured to direct heated air exhausted from the vent through the 

an opening defined by the top member, the opening configured to exhaust the 
collected air finom the cavity, 

2. (Original) The surround of claim U wherein the first and second side members extend in 
a substantially vertical direction. 

3. (Original) The surroimd of claim 1 , wherein the top member extends in a substantially 
horizontal direction. 

4. (Original) The surround of claim 1 , further comprising a lower member extending 
between the first and second side members at a position vertically below the top member. 

5. (Original) The surround of claim 4, wherein the first and second side members and the 
top member are constructed as a sinj^e, monolithic piece. 

6. (Original) The surround of claim 5, further comprising an access panel secured to the 
surround at a position vertically below the lower member. 
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7. (Original) The surround of claim 6, whereitf the access panel is removably secured to the 
surround by at least one fastener. 



8. 



9. 



10. 



11. 



12. 



(Original) iTie surround of claim 1, wherein the opening defined by the top member 
includes at least two distinct openings. 



(Original) 
tofitwithiti 



^lie 



'lie 



(Ori^nal) 
the surround 



surround of claim 1, further comprising an insulating member configured 
a portion of the cavity. 



surround of claim 1, fiirtfaer comprising a connector configured to secure 
to die fireplace. 



(Original) ' he surround of claim 1 , wherein the molded material includes a ceramic fiber 
and a binder. 

(Currently .\mended) A fireplace, comprising: 

a heat source configured to generate heated air; 

a vent for exhausting the heated air outside the fireplace; and 

a fireplace surround, the surround including: 

first and second side members formed from a molded material; 

a to ) member formed from the molded material and extending between the first 



and second 



ash 



side members, the top member defining a cavity ^^in^that is in fluid 



communication with the heated air exhausted fi-om the vent; 



eld member configured to fit within a nortion of the cavitv, the shield 



member fiu ther configured to direct heated air exhausted fi-o m the vent through the 



cavity: 



an opening defined by the top member, the op^ung configured to exhaust the 
heated air fi om the cavity. 



13. (Cancelled) 



>er configur ed m fit within a portion of the cavitv: and 
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14. (Cancelled; 



1 5. (Currently Amended) The surround of claim 44 12. wherein the top member is positioned 
vertically a )ove the combustion chamber. 



16. 



17. 



(Currently 
a 

between th< t 
a 
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(Original) 'fhe surround of claim 1, wherein the molded material includes a ceramic fiber 
andabinddr. 



Amended) A fireplace surround, comprising: 
molded first member having first and second sides and an opening extending 
first and second sides; 

itv formed within the first member between the first and second sides, the 



ca ^tyl 



opening pn viding access to the cavitv: 



eld member configured t o fit within a portion of the cavity, the shield 



mmiber fiuther configu red to direct heated air through the cavitv: and 



fireplace so 



18. (Cancelled) 



an i isulating member nositioned in the first member: 
wherein the first side is configured to be positioned adjacent to a vent of the 
that heated air exhausted fiom the fireplace vent moves througb the opening. 



TTie 



19. (Original) 
that includds 



suiTound of claim 17, wherein the first member is molded fix>m a material 
a ceramic fiber and a binder. 



20. (Original) The surround of claim 1 7, fiirther comprising a cavity formed in the first 
member bel ween the first and second sides, and the opening provides access to the cavity. 

21. (Cancelled) 
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22. 



24, 



25. 



28. 



(Cuirratly Amended) A method of foiming a fireplace surround for attachment to a 
fireplace, t le method comprising the steps of: 

fon ning a first member firom a molded material, the first member being 
configured for positioning adjacent to a vent of the fireplace; and 

fon aing an opening in the first member that extends through the first member; 
fondling a cavity within the first member, wherein the opening provides access to 



the cavit\ 



positioning an insulating r 



wb^ein heated air exhausted finom the fireplace vent moves through the opening 



in the first member 



23. (Cancelled i 



(Original) 
member 
fireplace. 



anl 



(Original^ 
access pandl 
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(Original) the method of claim 22, further comprising the step of forming first and 
second sid4 membois finom the molded material and orienting the first and second side 
members along vertical sides of the fireplace. 



pie method of claim 22, fiirther comprising the step of forming a lower 
orienting Ae lower member horizontally across a lower portion of the 



26. (Original) ' lie method of claim 22, fiirther comprising the step of orienting the first 
member ho rizontally across an upper portion of flie fireplace. 

27. (Original) the method of claim 2S, fiirther comprising the step of forming an access 
panel confi gured for attachment to the surround at a location below the lower member. 



[)'Tii 



Le method of claim 27, fiirther comprising the step of releasably securing the 
to the sunoimd with a fastener. 
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Dicemberl3.20Q6 



29. (Original) 
forming at 
member. 



T|he method of claim 22, wherein the step of forming an opening includes 
east two opening? in the first member that each extend through the first 



30. (Cancelled] 



31. 



(Original) 
includes 
ceramic 



32. 
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' -he suiround of claim 22, wherein the step of forniing the fiist member 
co[npression molding the first member from a molded material that includes a 
and a binder. 



33. 



fib er 

(Original) ' lie suiround of claim 22, wherein the step of fonning the first member 
includes vi cuom molding the first member fi»m a molded material that includes a 
ceramic fit er and a binder. 

(Currently Amaided) A fireplace voiting assembly, comprising: 
an torn air plemun; and 

a SI mound aligaed with an opening of the plenum and including a surround 
epi^m ^that extends through aJfiajnsDtoflLthe sunoun^^lbaaHBaiBd 
;.T,ertureJowing t^^air tJUja^^ the plenum opening through the t^fTlgmWfff 



thesuirou] rtit^ giirmi«^>l inr^yHinp ^ r^tv therein. 
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